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Pancake Mountain is a kids' show aduils will love, oo
by Amber Drea & Anna Breshears - pholo by Eisie Moore

Ted Leo! The Evens! Shonen Knile! No, this is nol
the ineup for an awesome rock concerl. You'l find
these bands and mone on Washington, D.C.-based
children’s show Pancake Mountain

Expanding on the idea of Chicago’s own TV
dance party for kids, Chic-a-go-go, Pancake
Mountain offers cartoons, “news™ reporting, faux
commercials, and interviews with musicians ke
Fiery Fumnaces, Scissor Sisters, and George
Chinton. Instead of dumbing it down and repeating
everything 20 times, creator Scott Stuckey
appeals to the younger mind through witty word
jplay and great music

“Since I've staried the show, I've goftan a lon of
CDs and e-mails from bands that do ‘children’s
music,” which is greal. but it kind of misses the

poinl,” says Stuckey, who grew up in D.C.'s punk
scene. “Really good arl, whether it is music, fm, or
what-have-you, transcends age, race, and gender.”
Even the show's star puppet, Aufus Leaking,
poses more interesting and probing questons. dur-
ing interviews than most! late-night talk-show
hosts. “Are you even a itle bit happy when it's
cloudy?” he asks Shirdey Manson ai the WHFS
Festival press conference.
Exposing lids 1o good music is the show's main
focus, but social and political issuves also are
natmn, wary. Blusbery Boy
stresses individuality by not caring that everyone
calls him names for loving bluebesmies so much his
tace tums biue. PM newscaster Rock Rogers urges
viewers not 10 dress their dogs in Santa suits while

anti-consumensm messages scroll up the screen. 7
don’t think you can be 0o young o be aware of
how the media manipulates you,” Stuckey says
“fiicis] are growing up 1o have the “buy this o be
cool’ mentality instead of learning how to make thes
own choices based on what they truly ike.”

Formerty only avallable on DVD via pancake
mountain.com, Pancake Mountain began aring on
DCTV Channel 10 in August 2005. But Stuckey
hopes 1o achieve national syndication and wges
fans 10 help by contacting their local cable-access
stations. "1 know it goes aganst a lot of the DIY and
punk beliefs, but | believe the ‘belly of the beast’
theory,” Stuckey says. “To bring down these giant
corporations and broadcasters, you have 10 be pan
of that machine *




